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He says he has known one Howard intimately as a rebel sympathizer and secessionist; that Howard shew him a pass to Newbern. Passes to Newbern from Fortress Monroe were issued, in the usual course of business, to every person who came from the north and took the oath of allegiance. It will be observed that when at Newbern one would hardly be nearer Wilmington than at Fortress Monroe, and scarcely so easy of access. Greene then states Howard's gossip of the supposed statement of Peter's thus making this supposed hear-say three times removed.
This statement of Howard, so far as I see, touches the honorable committee quite as nearly as myself, for this "rebel sympathizer and secessionist" is made to "express his opinion freely that there was but little patriotism in any of our leading men" Parker and Admiral Porter however, could transmit this letter without injury to themselves, as they do not come with in the description.
That the whole affair is a tissue of lies on the part of Greene, to curry favor with his com madder Porter, who was in contest with me where he makes a statement of a fact within his own knowledge and belief which can be verified, is easily seen. He says that "the proprietor of the Atlantic Hotel at Norfolk, a relation of Butler's I believe, is concerned in the matter." Now Mr. Newton, the only proprietor of the Atlantic Hotel I ever heard of, is neither a relation of mine or a person with whom I ever held a minute's conversation in my life. The heart or the character of an officer who could give official sanction to the circulation of such stupid falsehoods is not to be envied.
But I have troubled you too long with this bunglingly-made slander.                                      [GENERAL BUTLER]
Printed Extracts enclosed in Foregoing Letter
U. 8. Monitor Onondaga, AIKHNB' LANDING, JAMBS Rrnm, VA., January 18tk, 1865
Rear Admiral DAVED D. PORTER, Commanding N. A.
Squadron Blockade off WILMINGTON, N.C. SIR: I have the honor to forward herewith a statement made by Mr. Levi R. Greene, first assistant engineer, in charge of engineer's department of the United States steamer "Mas-sasoit," which may account for the sudden abandonment of the attack on Fort Fisher by General Butler.